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Paolo Costa 1996

Ecological, toponymic and lexical data of the "Periplus of the Erythraean Sea" 
on the South Arabian coast

Regarding architecture, the reference to the small huts used by the Ichtiophagi, 
both on the African and Arab sides of the Red Sea, is extremely interesting. If 
on the one hand the author of the PME presents these constructions as a 
"minor" architecture which he evidently associates with primitive people, the 
"Ichthyophages", on the other hand the insistence with which he speaks of 
these huts or "small dwellings gathered in groups” denotes  …  a certain 
appreciation. Interest and appreciation which appear to us to be fully justified 
if we keep in mind that in these areas a circular construction is traditional, 
probably of very ancient origin, in exclusively vegetal material, a real tucal hut 
with a conical roof, characterized however by a rich internal plastering, on 
floor, walls and roof, the latter decorated in bright colors with the reproduction 
of stylized geometric or floral motifs and everyday objects.
































